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Sympathetic Imagination
Introduction
Sympathetic imagination is defined as the ability to deal with the barriers between a person and objects and, therefore, be able to enter the objects to speak and secure a momentary and complete identification with the object. Different things show that one is sympathetic to others. Some of the actions and behaviors include effectively listening to what other people say, thinking about other people's feelings, listening to other people's problems, and helping them come up with solutions to help solve the issues and care deeply about other people. Sympathy effectively builds relationships, and social connections among individuals help regulate emotions and promote individuals' desirable behaviors. The factors that contribute to people's sympathetic behaviors include how people perceive each other, their attributes on the other person's behavior, and past experiences and expectations.
Coetzee view on sympathetic imagination
The novelist J.M. Coetzee was a Nobel prize winner who worked with Elizabeth Costello in his work the Love of animals. Elizabeth has put the focus on animals, human relationships, and the relationship between animals and humans. In the novel, Coetzee focuses on animal ethics, airing her views on animal ethics. According to Coetzee (12), animals ethics involves the relationships that should be portrayed when interacting with animals. According to Costello, there is no bound to sympathetic imagination.
The lives of animals consist of two main concepts, the philosophers and the animals and the poets and the animals. The novel consists of a chapter that features a recurring character who uses Elizabeth Costello, who has been invited to lecture and discuss animal rights. In the novel, Coetzee emphasizes the need for human beings to imitate and have empathy for one another. One should treat the other person in the way they wish they be treated. Mostly Coetzee emphasizes the ethic of sympathy and treatment of animals. According to Coetzee (19), empathy has to do more with the subject do little with the object. In his lecture on the philosopher and the animal, Costello makes his analogy between animals' exploration and the holocausts. Costello argues that the residents of the neighborhoods of death camps had an insight into what had been happening in the camps but instead chose to turn a blind eye to the situation. It has been a common trend for society members to turn a blind eye to things that happen in society, especially the wrongs against others. 
Like the blind eye on the people, people tend to ignore what happens to animals, as Costello stated, which brings pain among the animals. Reasons for turning a blind eye on the animals are due to preeminent qualities that separates humans and animals, making animals treated as less equal than human beings. Costello also rejects the assumption that animals do not posse's reason. Scientists cannot prove that animals do not have a thinking ability is not proof enough that the animals cannot have the thinking ability (Coetzee, 10). The assumptions make it difficult to show sympathy towards the animals because they believe that they do not possess any feelings. Costello also discussed with professor Thomas who, during the debate, proposed the issue of animal rights. The purpose of human rights was to ensure fair treatment of animals and ensure their interests are well taken care of.
The novel showcases sympathetic imagination as a tool that is effective in engaging with others. The author shows cases sympathetic imagination first in the creation of characters and the experiences of his characters. Sympathetic imagination in the novel represents an attitude and a state of mind that is willing and able to engage with other people. Sympathy for other people is reached through the consciousness of a person to be sympathetic towards other individuals. It is, therefore, the decision of a person to be sympathetic or not. However, in engaging and interacting with other people, sympathy can be achieved, making sympathetic imagination effective (Coetzee, 14). Empathy to other people that is evident through interactions cannot be controlled since a subconscious reflex triggers it to perceived actions. The author in the novel explains how he has been able to apply sympathetic imagination in his early life and has reached his current self through the application of empathy.
Application in South Africa
South African leaders and citizens can use sympathetic imagination to transition from segregation to a democrat. South Africa has had divisions of the majority and minority groups. The majority groups in South Africa are whites, while the minority groups are non-whites. The difference between the minority and the majority has been due to economic and social discrimination. Therefore, sympathetic imagination helps end the division in South Africa and creates a democratic government. Sympathetic imagination is known to ensure a balance in self-interests with self-sacrifice. With the people from the different groups ensuring that they have ensured a balance on their self-interest and sacrifice for other people, the equality between the different groups can be maximized. The needs and interests of each individual will be put into an account and the input of each citizen considered, then the government will be able to move to a more democratic and do away with the segregation that exists. 
The use of sympathetic imagination is also responsible for helping other people attain their goals and ensuring other people's needs alongside one's selfish needs. Most of the minority groups in South Africa are eager to achieve equality in the economic world and ensure that democracy is achieved and applied. With sympathetic imagination, the majority groups should put their selves in the shoes of the minority groups. Putting the needs and goals of the minority will help them cooperate with the minority groups to ensure that democracy is achieved. The achievement of democracy will be a win-win situation for both the majority and minority groups since the impacts of democracy positively impact society as a whole. With sympathetic imagination, people will create a social connection to improve interactions with one another. With the increased interaction, both the minority and majority groups will understand each other and, therefore, ensure collaborative working towards achieving democracy. 
Since democracy required the rule of the contribution of all citizens in the governance process and in decision on matters that affect all people, with the rule's sympathetic imagination, the protection of the democratic rights of the citizens will be made possible. With sympathy to other people, people can engage in helping behaviors for each other and ensure working together to achieve democracy. Team working is successful in the achievement of democracy. Both the minority and majority groups that possess sympathetic imagination can mobilize more people to support them to achieve democracy and equality among the people.


Conclusion
Sympathetic imagination is the act of putting oneself in another person's situation and therefore ensuring they take the required action towards each other. Sympathetic imagination is responsible for creating an environment that is effective and ensures that all people have sympathy towards each other. According to Coetzee, sympathetic imagination is adopted by people towards their interaction with other people or objects. South Africa can make use of sympathetic imagination in ensuring the transition from segregation to a democratic country. The adaptation in democracy will be effective for the citizens, both minority and majority at large. Sympathetic imagination is therefore important and should be adopted by people in society.  
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